

Volunteer for KidsREAD
I am currently volunteering for the above community programme and I hope to encourage all of you to join me in volunteering for this meaningful activity. Read on to find out more!

What is KidsREAD?

KidsREAD is a nationwide English reading programme mooted by Cabinet Minister AP Dr. Yaccob Ibrahim in 2004. It is a collaborative effort by National Library Board (NLB) with People’s Association (PA) and 5 self-help groups (AMP, CDAC, SINDA, EA and Mendaki). It is supported by MCYS and sponsored by Singapore Pools.
It aims to promote the love for reading and improve reading skills for children aged between 4 to 8 years old, particularly those from lower income families (monthly income<$2000).

KidsREAD is conducted by volunteers aged 15 and above and is held in various locations in Singapore, like libraries, community centres, student and family service centres. It is held once a week (weekdays or Saturdays, depending on the location) and for 1 hour only.

Why should you volunteer?
All volunteers in KidsREAD must commit themselves to this programme for at least 6 months. So this is a very good opportunity for all the girls and Wu Hao to spend your time meaningfully as all of you have until June/July before entering university. However, after 6 months, if you are enthusiastic, you can continue to volunteer as long as you can find time to volunteer.

For the rest of the boys, we may probably have to wait until we complete our NS as our NS commitment and tight schedule may prevent us from volunteering regularly. Nontheless, we can still volunteer for KidsREAD as long as we can find time from NS commitment. I am now currently volunteering at a family service centre for KidsREAD every Saturday until early March.
What criteria must you have to be a volunteer?

· Aged 15 years and above (which all of us are)

· Love reading

· Love interacting with children aged 4 to 8 years old (no prior experience required)

· Possess a good command of the English language (which all of us do)

· Able to commit once a week for an hour for a minimum of 6 months 

So if you think you can become a volunteer for kidsREAD, I strongly encourage you to act NOW! 
What does a KidsREAD volunteer (Volunteer Reader) do?

As a volunteer, all you have to do is to read aloud English stories to the children (about 5 in a group) to help them discover the joy of reading and to improve their English. You can also conduct other follow-up activities, like sing-and-dance, rhymes, playing board games, art and craft etc to enhance the reading programme. Sometime after you have volunteered, you can join a 4-hour training workshop for all new KidsREAD volunteers.
Remember that it is a joy to serve the community. Sir Winston Churchill, the wartime British PM, once said, “You make a living by what you get. You make a life by what you give.” If you are able to volunteer for this educational programme, the KidsREAD Secretariat will thank you for giving the gift of reading to young children.

What do I do if I want to volunteer?

KidsREAD is always short of volunteers. If you are interested, please do come and impart the love of reading to the children. Let me know that you would like to volunteer so that I can email to you the volunteer registration form which you can post to the KidsREAD Secretariat. In the form, you can indicate your preference location for volunteering.
For more information, you can visit

http://www.nlb.gov.sg/CPMS.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=CPMS_page_PL_programmes#kidsREAD
or email kidsREAD@nlb.gov.sg
Please spread this message to everyone in the class! It would even be better if you can persuade your family, your relatives, your neighbours and all your friends in volunteering for KidsREAD. 
I sincerely hope all of you can volunteer and I greatly appreciate your assistance.
Thanks for your effort!

Cheng Lin 
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